Economic Security
62% of all Irish farms have a farm income that is
below the poverty line. A transition from animal to
plant based agriculture which includes payments
for Ecosystems Services would increase the income
of all farmers who currently operate at a loss.

Antibiotic Use
Two thirds of all antibiotics in Ireland are administered to farmed animals.

Health Benefits
Globally dietary changes towards a plant based diet
can prevent approximately 11 million deaths per
year and save more than US$1 trillion per year.

Participate – Five Actions to
Restore Biodiversity and Reverse
Climate Change






Go Vegan
Sign our Petition
Organise
Education and Outreach
Lobby your local Politicans

For more Information and to join the campaign
go to:
Naturerising.ie

Nature Rising, The Biodiversity
and Climate Campaign
The Irish Government and City and County Councils
around the country have declared a Biodiversity and
Climate Emergency.

It’s time for an Irish Agricultural
Revolution
“Global food production threatens climate stability
and ecosystem resilience. It constitutes the single
largest driver of environmental degradation and
transgression of planetary boundaries.“ At the same
time, “Unhealthy diets are the leading cause of ill
health worldwide, 800 million people are currently
hungry, 2 billion malnourished and a further 2 billion
people overweight or obese”.....Taken together the
outcome is dire. A radical transformation of the global food system is urgently needed. Without action,
the world risks failing to meet the UN Sustainable
Development Goals and the Paris Agreement.“
Lancet Commission Report, 2019.

How can we acheive this in
Ireland and Europe?
On average over 80% of farms in Ireland, on 3 Million
hectares (Mha), receive more than 100% of their income from subsidies. These farms operate at an economic loss meaning family farm income is actually
less than the current level of subsidies.
We need to end subsidies for Animal Agriculture and
use EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Payments

for Plant Based Agriculture and Ecosystem/
Biodiversity Restoration. We need to use Public
Funds for Public Goods. We should not use public
funds to support a Food System that is the leading
cause of biodiversity loss, climate change, violence
to animals, and human ill health.

Three Steps to achieve Ireland’s
Climate and Biodiversity Goals
 Reducing Agricultural Land use by 62% from
4.5 Mha to 1.7 Million Hectares (Mha).
 Converting 2.8 Mha to Natural Ecosystems.

 Converting 1.7 Mha to Plant Based Agriculture
will produce three times the food calories of our
current 4.5 Mha meat and dairy system.
The majority of farmers will increase their income
simply by continuing to receive their current CAP
payments for Plant Based Agriculture and Ecosystem / Biodiversity Restoration, and divesting from
animal agriculture.

Climate Change
Ireland currently generates 60 million tonnes (Mt)
of Carbon Dioxide equivalent (CO2 eq) and Irish
agriculture generates 20 Mt of CO2 eq (ie. 33% of
all emissions).
Ireland is legally bound by the Paris Climate Agreement to a 40% reduction in EU-wide emissions by
2030. If we focus on fossil fuels this will cost an
estimated €35 billion up to 2030. But simply by
changing our land use we can achieve a 50%
reduction with no additional costs.

50% of Land for Biodiversity
Reduces Climate Change
Emissions by 50%
By transitioning to a plant based agricultural system and restoring native forests, grasslands, bogs
and wetlands to 50% of the total Land Area we
can reduce our GHG Emissions by over 50% and
allow our biodiversity to recover.

Biodiversity Loss
According to the Worldwide Fund for Nature
there was a 60% decline in species globally between 1970 and 2014. (A 60% decline in the human population would be equivalent to emptying
North and South America, Africa, Europe, China
and Australia.) Only 7% of Ireland’s Ecosystems
have a good ecological status.

Food Security
If we transition globally to a vegan food system,
farm land could be reduced by over 75% –
equivalent to the US, China, EU and Australia combined – and still feed the world.

Subsidies
Beef and sheep production make up 82% of all
farms and occupy 70% of agricultural land (3.1
Mha). These farms receive an average of 113 219% of their income from subsidies.

